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Defense Innovation Days, a national convening, brings together companies who are developing
cutting-edge innovations to protect the security of our country with policymakers who are helping
steer the nation’s defense strategy. We give policymakers an opportunity to speak with those
companies, big and small, and give the companies insight into future acquisition opportunities. This
event facilitates a forum where policymakers and business leaders can engage with and learn from
one another.
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To view the latest updated edition of this program, including agenda, speaker
biographies, exhibit map, and participating organization/attendees, please visit
www.DefenselnnovationDays.com.

To submit questions to the speakers and panelists, please visit
www.DefenselnnovationDays.com.

Wi-Fi information can be found at www.DefenselnnovationDays.com.
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SENeEDIA

The Alliance for Defense Tech, Talent, and Innovation

Program of Events

Day 1 — Monday, 31 August 2026

3:00-7:00 PM Registration
4:00 PM Exhibit Area Open
4:30-7:00 PM Opening Reception — Exhibit Area
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SENEDIA

The Alliance for Defense Tech, Talent, and Innovation

Program of Events

Day 2 - Tuesday, 1 September 2026

7:30 AM

8:30 AM

9:00 AM

9:30 AM

10:00 AM

11:00 AM

11:30 PM

12:30 PM

1:00 PM

2:00 PM

2:30 PM

3:30 PM

3:45 PM

4:30 PM

Registration/Breakfast

Welcome

U.S. Senator Jack Reed, Ranking Member, Senate Armed Services Committee
Break — Exhibit Area

Foreign Affairs Discussion: PLA Deception and Surprise in a Taiwan Invasion Scenario
Mr. lan Easton, Associate Professor, U.S. Naval War College, China Maritime Studies
Institute

Break — Exhibit Area

Lunch Keynote Speaker
Honorable Michael Cadenazzi, Assistant Secretary of War for Industrial Base Policy

Break — Exhibit Area

Strength Through Partnership

Moderator - Ms. Gloria Berlanga, Vice President Business -Defense, CommerceRl

Mr. Hiro Rodriguez, Executive Director of the Advocacy Center, U.S. Dept. of Commerce
Mr. Amir Koopaei, Counselor, Director of Defence Procurement, Embassy of Canada to the
United States

CMDR David Brannighan, Royal Navy, British Defence Staff USA

Break — Exhibit Area

Panel: Unmanned Vehicle Technology

Moderator - CAPT Colin Corridan (Ret.), Former US Navy DCO/TF59, Head of Government
and Defense, Bedrock Ocean Exploration

RDML Kelly Ward, Director, Strategic Effects, Commander U.S. Naval Forces Europe/Africa,
Commander, Task Force 66 (CTF-66)

CDR Thomas Wieland, Deputy Sector Commander, Sector Southeastern New England

Break — Exhibit Area

Depth Charge: Rethinking Innovation for a World That Won't Slow Down
BG Christopher M. Burns, U.S. Army (Ret.), Senior Advisor, VALENS Global

Reception - Exhibition Area
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SENEDIA

The Alliance for Defense Tech, Talent, and Innovation

Program of Events

Day 3 — Wednesday, 2 September 2026

7:30 AM Registration/Breakfast

8:15 AM Welcome
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (RI)

8:30 AM Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division Newport
Ms. Marie Bussiere, Technical Director, Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division Newport
Mr. Scott Sideleau, Distinguished Engineer, USC C2 Systems, Naval Undersea Warfare
Center Division Newport
Ms. Julie Kallfelz, Code 00T2, Director, Technology Partnership Office and Northeast Tech
Bridge, Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division Newport

9:45 AM Break — Exhibit Area

10:15 AM Natick Soldier Systems Command
BG George ‘Chris’ Hackler, Deputy Commanding General - DEVCOM

11:30 AM Break — Exhibit Area

12:00 PM Modernizing Navy Undersea Acquisition
CAPT Matthew Lewis, Acting Deputy Director, In-Service Submarines and Industrial Base
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Defense Innovation Days
Exhibitors

Company Booth #
Arcfield 11
Axiotrop 22
Evans Group 15
Exail Defense Systems, Inc. 24
Fleet Robotics 13
General Dynamics 1,2
Globe Composite Solutions 16
Granite State Manufacturing 21
Kraken Robotics 9
L3Harris Technologies 4
Leidos 28,29
McLaughlin Research Corporation 7
Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division Newport 30
NeQter Labs 8
National Institute for Undersea Vehicle Technology 14
Northrop Grumman 19
PACMAR Technologies 6
ProTEQ Solutions 17
Regent Defense 5
RTX Corporation 25,26
Saab, Inc 12
SAIC 18
SEACORP 20
SERCO, Inc 10
Teledyne Marine 23
Undersea Technology Innovation Consortium 27
Vatn Systems 3

Visit our exhibitors and learn more about their companies!
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Defense Innovation Days
Exhibitor Floor Plan
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Defense Innovation Days
Speaker Biographies

(in order of first appearance)

Senator Jack Reed, Ranking Member, Senate Armed Services Committee (RI)

Jack Reed is a United States Senator representing the state of Rhode Island. Senator Reed grew up
in Cranston, Rhode Island and went on to attend West Point Military Academy, where he earned a
degree in engineering. After serving in the U.S. Army for several years, Reed earned a law degree
from Harvard Law School and worked as an attorney before entering politics. He was first elected
to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1990, and then to the Senate in 1996, where he has served
ever since. Known for his work on military and national security issues, Reed has also been an
advocate for affordable housing, education, and healthcare reform. He currently serves as the
Ranking Member of the Senate Armed Services Committee and is a member of several other
committees, including the Appropriations Committee and the Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
Committee.

Mr. lan Easton, Associate Professor, U.S. Naval War College, China Maritime Studies Institute

lan Easton is an associate professor in the U.S. Naval War College’s China Maritime Studies
Institute and is the author of "The Final Struggle: Inside China’s Global Strategy" and "The Chinese
Invasion Threat: Taiwan's Defense and American Strategy in Asia." He previously served as a senior
director at the Project 2049 Institute in Virginia and a visiting fellow at the Japan Institute for
International Affairs in Tokyo. He holds an M.A. in China Studies from National Chengchi University
in Taiwan and a B.A. in International Studies from the University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign. He
studied Mandarin Chinese at Fudan University in Shanghai and National Taiwan Normal University
in Taipei.

Honorable Michael Cadenazzi, Assistant Secretary of War for Industrial Base Policy

The Honorable Michael Cadenazzi was sworn in as the Assistant Secretary of War for Industrial
Base Policy (ASD(IBP)) on September 23, 2025. In this role, he is the principal advisor to the Under
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment on industrial base policies and leads the
Department of Defense's efforts to develop and maintain the U.S. defense industrial base to ensure
a secure supply of materials critical to national security.

Over the past two decades, Mr. Cadenazzi has served as a serial entrepreneur and consultant with
experience in managing and addressing challenging issues across the aerospace & defense sector.
He has launched multiple defense industry services and technology start-ups across the signals
intelligence, program analysis, data analytics, and market assessment and strategy sectors, and
executed two successful transfers of business ownership. His extensive sector experience includes
work from space to undersea domains and from aircraft and munitions to armor, weapons, ships,
and services. His clients have included domestic and international firms from large prime
contractors to all levels in the supply chain. His direct experience spans strategy, mergers &
acquisitions, operations, supply chain and organizational transformation.
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Prior to his civilian career, Mr. Cadenazzi served for ten years as an active-duty U.S. Navy cryptologic
warfare officer. He completed the Cryptologic Division Office Course at Corry Station in Pensacola
Florida before his first tour at Naval Communications & Telecommunications Area Master Station
(NCTAMS) WESTPAC in Agana, Guam. Following graduate education, he was assigned to the staff
of Commander, U.S. Navy SIXTH Fleet in Gaeta Italy. He completed his military service on the staff
of U.S. Naval Forces Europe in London, the United Kingdom.

Mr. Cadenazzi holds a bachelor’s degree in engineering from Tulane University and a master’s
degree in electrical engineering with an emphasis on RF communications and signals intelligence
from the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School. He was commissioned an ensign in 1995 through the
Tulane Naval Reserve Officer Corps (NROTC) program.

Ms. Gloria Berlanga, Vice President, Business Development - Defense Sector, Rhode Island
Commerce Corporation

Gloria serves as Commerce Corporation’s ambassador to businesses within Rhode Island’s robust
defense community. She provides concierge services to defense sector companies by
understanding needs, supporting growth and expansion and educating all stakeholders on business
opportunities in Rhode Island. Gloria also enhances stakeholder relationships with external
partners, from the Congressional Delegation to Federal Agencies, to grow business opportunities
and support overall business growth.

Gloria is a combat veteran and retired U.S. Army Officer with 34 years of service. Most recently,
Gloria served as the Chief of Staff and Chief of Joint Staff, Rhode Island Army National Guard (2019-
2024). In this capacity, Gloria was the full-time Army lead, coordinating staff action and focusing
efforts of over 400 full-time personnel to support Soldiers and deployments in support of federal
and state missions. Gloria concurrently served as the National Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff
Advisory Council and principal advisor to the Army Chief of Staff at National Guard Bureau.

Gloria holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in English Literature from Wheaton College and a Master of
Arts Degree in National Security and Strategic Studies from the United States Naval War College.
She is a graduate of Yale University School of Management’s Global Executive Leadership Program
(2020). Finally, Gloria is also a graduate with distinction from the Said Business School, University
of Oxford, with a Diploma in Organizational Leadership (2025).

Hiro Rodriguez, Executive Director of the Advocacy Center, U.S. Department of Commerce

Mr. Hiro Rodriguez serves as the Executive Director of the Advocacy Center at the United States
Department of Commerce.

In this capacity, he leads a government-wide initiative to support American companies competing
for foreign government procurement opportunities. Mr. Rodriguez works closely with U.S.
embassies, interagency partners, and international counterparts to strengthen commercial
diplomacy, enhance bilateral and multilateral trade relationships, and promote high-impact
economic growth through strategic U.S. exports.

He brings significant private sector experience, having helped build some of Silicon Valley’s most
well-known technology companies over the course of his career. Most notably, he served as Chief
of Staff to the Chairman and CEO of Docusign, where he played a key leadership role in the
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company’s transformation from an early-stage startup to a global, publicly traded category leader.
During his tenure, he helped drive Docusign’s international expansion, forge strategic partnerships,
and support its successful IPO—contributing to its growth into a $40 billion publicly traded company
used by hundreds of millions of users worldwide.

He also held roles at Salesforce and later became Chief Revenue Officer at Prefect Technologies,
where he built and scaled the go-to-market organization from the ground up and helped grow the
company from pre-revenue to a multi-million-dollar enterprise.

In addition to his work in the private sector, Mr. Rodriguez served as the Senior Advisor to the Under
Secretary of State for Economic Growth, Energy, and the Environment at the U.S. Department of
State.

Before his current appointment, he was Chief Business Officer at the Krach Institute for Tech
Diplomacy at Purdue University, where he led global engagement efforts to advance trusted
technology partnerships and critical technologies.

Mr. Rodriguez holds a Bachelor of Science in Political Science from the University of San Diego. He
resides in the Washington, D.C. area with his wife and three children.

Amir Koopaei, Counselor, Director of Defence Procurement, Embassy of Canada to the United
States

Amir Koopaei is the Director of Defence Procurement at the Embassy of Canada to the United States
in Washington, D.C., where he holds the diplomatic title of Counsellor. He leads Canada’s Foreign
Military Sales relationship with the U.S. Department of Defense and represents Canada on defence
acquisition and defence-industrial cooperation matters. His portfolio includes naval shipbuilding
and combat systems, long-range strike, military aviation, space and secure communications, and
undersea warfare capabilities. A career public servant since 2012, Amir has worked on several of
Canada’s major defence procurements, including fighter aircraft recapitalization, the Hornet
Extension Project, the Manned Airborne Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance capability,
the Canadian Multi-Mission Aircraft project, and procurement activities supporting Canada’s F-35
program. He holds a degree in economics from the University of Ottawa and is a certified Project
Management Professional.

Commander David Brannighan Royal Navy, British Defence Staff USA

Joining the Royal Navy in 2006, Dave is a career Warfare Officer with a broad range of operational
experience across seagoing and shore appointments. His early career saw tours on the Trafalgar
Class SSNs HMS TURBULENT and HMS TORBAY, focused on operations in both the North Atlantic
and East of Suez/Indian Ocean. He then completed two WESTLANT deployments as the Navigating
Officer of HMS ASTUTE, progressing the platform through trials to operational readiness, before
switching to the SSBN HMS VICTORIOUS, where he spent three years as the Operations Officer
planning and executing strategic deterrence patrols. In a departure from the standard warfare
career pipeline, in 2017 Dave was seconded to the Royal Household as Equerry and Chief of Staff
to HRH Prince William, now HRH The Prince of Wales. Returning to the RN in 2021, he was appointed
to J3 Joint Effects at Permanent Joint Headquarters (PJHQ) Northwood, where he led the
Tomahawk Strike Cell at CMSA UK, before being appointed as the UK Executive Officer of Theater
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Undersea Surveillance Command Atlantic (TUSC LANT) in November 2023. Selected for promotion
in 2024, Dave assumed his present role as Staff Officer Submarines within the British Embassy in
July 2025. Married to Eva, an accountant, he has three children, Lucie (12), Harry (10), and Juliet (7),
and one very energetic Golden Retriever!

CAPT Colin Corridan (Ret.), Head of Government & Defense, Bedrock Ocean Exploration (Former
TF59, Navy Disruptive Capabilities Office)

Captain Colin A. Corridan (Ret.) is currently the Head of Government and Defense for Bedrock Ocean
Exploration. He previously served as the Acting Director USN Disruptive Capabilities Office,
Commodore of Task Force 59, Unmanned and Artificial Intelligence Integration, Commanding
Officer of USS CINCINNATI (LCS 20) and Commanding Officer of USS FORT WORTH (LCS 3). During
his operational tours, he completed four Western Pacific and Arabian Gulf deployments, including
participating in Operations Enduring Freedom, Iragi Freedom, and New Dawn. Ashore, he served as
Commander, U.S. Naval Activities Spain as the Protocol Officer. He was a member of the U.S.
Forces Iraq Staff in Baghdad, serving as the Executive Officer to the Deputy Director of the J9
Strategic Effects Directorate. He also served as the Deputy Director for Trainers and Simulations
Directorate at the Surface Warfare Officers School and as Chief Staff Officer at Commander, Littoral
Combat Ship Squadron ONE.

He graduated from the Massachusetts Maritime Academy in 1999 with a degree in Marine
Transportation. He subsequently received his commission and U.S. Coast Guard third mate’s
license for open-ocean and unlimited tonnage. He holds a Master of Arts in Human Relations from
the University of Oklahoma and is a 2012 graduate of the Naval War College, earning a Master of
Arts in National Security and Strategic Studies.

RDML Kelly Ward, Director, Strategic Effects, Commander U.S. Naval Forces Europe/Africa,
Commander, Task Force 66 (CTF-66)

Rear Adm. Kelly C. Ward, raised in Houston, Texas, was commissioned in 1995 via the Northwestern
University NROTC program. Ward has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Radio/Television/Film from
Northwestern University. He also has a Master of Public Affairs degree from the University of Texas
at Austin Lyndon Baines Johnson School for public affairs. He is a Joint Qualified Officer Level and
is Joint Information Operations Planner certified.

At sea, he served as damage control assistant aboard USS Curts (FFG 38) in Yokosuka, Japan, and
then as operations officer for Maritime Preposition Squadron 1 in Rota, Spain. His active-duty shore
tour was as officer in charge, Massachusetts Maritime Academy Department of Naval Science in
Buzzard's Bay, Massachusetts.

As a Navy Reserve officer, Ward’'s mobilizations include a one-year tour at sea in support of
counterterrorism operations 2017-2018 and from 2009-2010 in Baghdad, Iraq, supporting the Iraq
Ministry of Defense.

Staff tours include Reserve Chief Staff Officer at Navy Expeditionary Combat Command, Chief of
Staff at Commander, Naval Surface Forces Pacific while also serving as the Navy Reserve Surface
Warfare Reserve Enterprise Director. Command tours include U.S. Fleet Forces Command N3
Headquarters Unit (NR USFF N3) and as NR USFF N3 Federation Director; Maritime Expeditionary

15|Page

Defense Innovation Days

Proudly hosted by SENEDIA - Alliance for Defense, Tech, Talent, and Innovation
www.senedia.org



http://www.senedia.org/

Security Squadron 10; Coastal Riverine Group 2; Littoral Combat Ship (Surface Warfare) Great
Lakes; Coastal Riverine Squadron 8, Bravo Company; and Navy Security Force supporting Naval
Station Norfolk. Other Reserve units include assignments with Commander, Navy Installations
Command Installation Support Center and Navy Security Force Chinhae, Korea.

Ward's personal awards include the Legion of Merit, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious
Service Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Commendation and Achievement Medals, and various other
campaign and unit awards.

In his civilian occupation, Ward is a strategic advisor supporting Naval Special Warfare
Development Group. He is a recognized leader and subject matter expert in the Navy Force
Protection community.

Ward assumed his current roles as Director, Strategic Effects for Commander U.S. Naval Forces
Europe/Africa and Commander, CTF-66 in October 2025.

CDR Thomas F. Wieland, Deputy Sector Commander, Sector Southeastern New England, United
States Coast Guard

Commander Wieland is currently serving as the Deputy Sector Commander of Sector Southeastern
New England (SENE) after assignment as the Chief of Response. As part of the command cadre, he
oversees more than 400 active duty and reserve members and approximately 1000 auxiliary
members and multi-mission operations across the State of Rhode Island, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
and neighboring islands.

CDR Wieland reported to SENE after an assignment as BASE Kodiak's Health, Safety, and Work-Life
Regional Practice Manager, providing oversight of critical support services to Coast Guard
personnel and families throughout Alaska.

His previous operational assignments include Commanding Officer of Station Channel Islands
Harbor located in Oxnard, CA. This heavy weather and pursuit designated small boat station was
responsible for responding to cases across an area of operation that spanned Los Angeles, Ventura,
and Santa Barbara counties to include the Channel Islands. He also served as Command Duty
Officer at the Coast Guard First District Command Center and Rescue Coordination Center Boston.
There he managed multi-mission Coast Guard operations in the Northeastern United States, which
included Hurricane Sandy as well as law enforcement and international offshore Search and Rescue
cases in the North Atlantic Ocean. Prior to that assignment, he served as both a Deployable
Specialized Forces Team Leader and Operations Officer at Maritime Safety and Security Team
Boston (91110) in Boston, Massachusetts. He led extended deployments in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom along with numerous national special security
events throughout the continental United States. His first tour of duty was as a Deck Watch Officer
aboard USCGC BEAR (WMEC 901) homeported in Portsmouth, VA.

CDR Wieland is a native of Smithtown, New York and graduated from the United States Coast Guard
Academy in 2007 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Management. He holds Masters of the Arts
degrees in Business Administration and Health Administration from Baylor University as well as a
Masters degree in National Security and Strategic Studies from the U.S. Naval War College. His wife,
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Meredith, is a Nurse Practitioner and grew up in Westwood, MA. Both are proud parents of their two
girls, Adelynn and Lillian.

BG Christopher M. Burns, U.S. Army (Ret.), Senior Advisor VALENS Global

Brigadier General Christopher M. Burns, U.S. Army (Ret.), spent 36 years leading at the intersection
of complexity and consequence — from theater-level command of U.S. Army Special Operations to
CEO-level strategic advisory in the defense industrial base. He currently serves as Senior Advisor to
VALENS Global, where he helped build the Irregular Warfare Center for the Department of Defense
from concept to operating capability. Across the defense, corporate, and nonprofit sectors, he is
known not only for building organizations from the ground up, but for identifying and closing the
gaps holding them back — taking organizations from good to great and turning around those in
decline. That range gives him a firsthand view of how organizations of every size navigate
innovation under pressure.

Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (RI), Chair, Senate Budget Committee

Sheldon Whitehouse is a United States Senator from the state of Rhode Island since 2007. He
attended Yale University and then earned a law degree from the University of Virginia. He worked
as a prosecutor and then as a private practice attorney before entering politics. In addition to his
work in the Senate, Whitehouse has served as a Rhode Island state attorney general and as a U.S.
Attorney for the state of Rhode Island. Throughout his career, Whitehouse has been a strong
advocate for climate change action, campaign finance reform, and healthcare reform. He is also
known for his focus on the judicial system, including his work on criminal justice reform and his role
on the Senate Judiciary Committee. He is Chairman of the Senate Budget Committee.

Ms. Marie Bussiere, Technical Director, Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division Newport

Marie E. Bussiere is the Technical Director at the Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division, Newport
(NUWCDIVNPT). She is responsible for leading the Department of Navy in full spectrum research,
development, test and evaluation, engineering, and fleet support for submarines, autonomous
underwater systems, and offensive and defensive weapon systems and countermeasures
associated with Undersea Warfare. She also serves as the Naval Sea Systems Command’s Deputy
Warranting Officer for Undersea Warfare Systems Engineering (SEA 05N). Ms. Bussiere was
promoted to the Senior Executive Service in March 2024.

Ms. Bussiere began her career at the Trident Command and Control Maintenance Activity and has
held a variety of leadership positions throughout her career. This includes an assignment at DASN
RDT&E as the lead for the Enterprise Digital Battlespace and a member of the Unmanned Task
Force. Ms. Bussiere was also a member of the AUKUS Pillar Il Undersea Working Group as the U.S.
country lead for Lethality. Ms. Bussiere has also served as the acting head of the Department of the
Navy Modeling and Simulation Office. At NUWCDIVNPT, she served as head of the Undersea
Warfare Combat Systems Department, head of the Undersea Weapons Acquisition and Life Cycle
Engineering Division within the Torpedo Systems Department, head of the Logistics Product
Development Branch within the Undersea Warfare Combat Systems Department, and Royal
Australian Navy Replacement Combat System lead system engineer. She is also Division Newport's
logistics functional area manager for the Naval Acquisition Development Program and NAVSEA's
Live, Virtual, Constructive M&S Knowledge Point Champion.
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Ms. Bussiere received a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from the University of
Rhode Island and a Master of Business Administration from Salve Regina University. She also
received a diploma from the Naval War College for coursework in the areas of Strategy and Policy,
National Security Decision Making and Joint Maritime Operations, as well as Joint Professional
Military Education Phase | Certification and a Cybersecurity Fundamentals certificate from the
Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California. Ms. Bussiere is the recipient of the Department
of the Navy Meritorious Civilian Service Award.

Scott Sideleau, Distinguished Engineer, USW C2 Systems, Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division
Newport

Scott R. Sideleau is the Distinguished Scientist/Engineer for Undersea Warfare Command and
Control Systems at Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division Newport. Since joining NUWC Newport
in 2007, he has helped lead the modernization of Navy command-and-control capabilities, with a
focus on mission-centric architectures, artificial intelligence-enabled decision support, autonomy,
and human-machine teaming. His work bridges science and technology, systems engineering,
experimentation, acquisition, and operational transition. He has led multidisciplinary teams in
developing and fielding advanced capabilities for submarine combat systems, unmanned and
autonomous systems, and distributed undersea warfare operations, including transitions into
AN/BYG-1 and the Common Control System.

Julie Kallfelz, Code 00T2, Director, Technology Partnership Office and Northeast Tech Bridge,
Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division Newport

Julie Kallfelz started her career as an active-duty officer in the United States Navy, then went on to
work in the private sector in program management with companies ranging from tech start-ups to
the Fortune 500. She joined the team at the Naval Undersea Warfare Center, Division Newport
(NUWCDIVNPT) in 2014, working on the Advanced Processor Build (APD) program and then the
MK48 MOD8 heavyweight torpedo upgrade to the guidance and control section. Julie is currently
the Director of Technology Partnership Office (TPO) and the Northeast Tech Bridge at
NUWCDIVNPT.

BG George 'Chris' Hackler, Deputy Commanding General - DEVCOM

Brigadier General George ‘Chris’ Hackler assumed the role of Deputy Commanding General of the
U.S. Army Combat Capabilities Development Command (DEVCOM) on July 31, 2024. In this role,
Hackler serves as the principal military advisor to the DEVCOM commander, and as DEVCOM
champion for persistent experimentation, data, analytics and concepts requirements.

He concurrently serves as the Senior Commander of the U.S. Army Natick Soldier Systems Center
located in Natick, Massachusetts. In this role, Hackler serves as the primary DEVCOM
representative conducting outreach in Massachusetts and the New England area.

Hackler grew up in Missouri and started his military career as an enlisted combat engineer in the
Missouri Army National Guard. He was commissioned in the Infantry in December of 1994.
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His civilian education includes a bachelor’'s degree in biology from the University of Missouri-
Columbia, a master’s degree in logistics science from the U.S. Air Force Institute of Technology,
and a master’s degree in operations research from Kansas State University. His military education
includes Infantry Officer Basic and Advanced Courses, U.S. Air Force Air Command and Staff
College, and a master’s degree in strategic studies from the U.S. Army War College.

Hackler most recently served as the commander of the U.S. Army Operational Test Command (OTC)
at Fort Hood, Texas, a subordinate command of the U.S. Army Test and Evaluation Command. He
has served in a variety of maneuver assignments including: 1/506th IN in the Republic of South
Korea (1); 87th IN at Fort Drum, New York (1); 1st BDE HQs and CAV at Fort Hood, Texas (2-5);
Observer/Controller at the National Training Center Fort Irwin, California; Infantry Captain’s Career
Course Small Group Instructor at Fort Benning, Georgia; and Border Transition Team Sinjar, Iraq.

In 2007, Hackler transitioned to the Operations Research/Systems Analysis (ORSA) functional area
and has served in ORSA assignments at the U.S. Army Human Resources Command, TRADOC
Analysis Center, HQDA DCS G-8/PA&E, HQDA DCS G-3, and the Combined Security Transition
Command-Afghanistan.

His awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit (10LC), Bronze Star Medal, the Defense
Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (40LC), Army Commendation Medal (20LC),
Army Achievement Medal (50LC), Combat Infantryman Badge, Expert Infantryman Badge,
Parachutist Badge, Air Assault Badge, Ranger Tab, and the Army Staff Badge.

CAPT Matthew H. Lewis, Acting Deputy Director, In-Service Submarines and Industrial Base

A native of Hillsboro, Oregon, CAPT Matthew Lewis graduated from Brown University in 2000 with
a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering.

After receiving his commission, CAPT Lewis completed Nuclear Power training in Charleston, SC
and Submarine Basic training in Groton, CT, before reporting to USS SANTA FE (SSN 763) in Pearl
Harbor, HI. While assigned, the ship completed a Selected Restricted Availability and one six-month
Western Pacific Deployment. CAPT Lewis completed his department head tour assigned to USS
OLYMPIA (SSN 717), serving as the Engineer Officer. During his tour, the ship completed an arduous
Engineered Refueling Overhaul in Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard and returned the ship back to its
operational cycle. CAPT Lewis then served as the Executive Officer aboard USS OKLAHOMA CITY
(SSN 723), where he completed numerous deployed operations in the Western Pacific from the
homeport of Guam.

CAPT Lewis commanded USS NORTH CAROLINA (SSN 777) in which his crew completed a 24-
month Extended Docking Selected Restricted Availability in Pearl Harbor, HI. His crew was the first
of five Virginia Class submarines to complete a major maintenance availability ahead of schedule
and under budget, setting the fleet standard for the conduct of availabilities as well as returning a
deployment to the ship’s lifetime.

After his first sea tour, CAPT Lewis served on CNO (N2) staff in Operational Support. On his second
shore duty, he served as Squadron Engineer for Submarine Squadron Three in Pearl Harbor, HI,
supporting six submarines across the range of maintenance and deployment cycles. CAPT Lewis
was assigned to Research and Development Support Activity and subsequently attended the Dwight
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D. Eisenhower School, where he earned a Master of Science degree in National Resource Strategy.
He served on CNO (N3) staff as Branch Head for Nuclear Matters and Ocean Systems.

CAPT Lewis became an Acquisition Professional and served as the Principal Assistant Program
Manager for Requirements and Test for COLUMBIA Class Submarine Program (PMS 397) and
VIRGINIA Class Submarine Program (PMS 450) and Director, Program Improvement for PMS 450.
He served as the Executive Assistant to the Principal Military Deputy for Assistant Secretary of the
Navy for Research, Development, and Acquisition. He was the Program Manager for Unmanned
Maritime Systems (PMS 406), overseeing a large portfolio of capabilities, including multiple
unmanned surface and undersea vehicles, autonomy, and command and control software. CAPT
Lewis served as Executive Assistant, supporting the establishment of the Direct Reporting Portfolio
Manager Submarines. Currently CAPT Lewis is serving as Acting Deputy Director, In-Service
Submarines and Industrial Base.

His personal awards include the Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal (four awards), Navy and
Marine Corps Commendation Medal (six awards), and Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal,
as well as multiple unit and service awards.

CAPT Lewis is married to the former Diane Kohara of Hilo, HI, has two beautiful children, Madilyn
and Nicholas, and resides in Springfield, VA.

Got a question for speaker or panel?

Visit www.DefenselnnovationDays.com to enter your question.

Also view the latest edition of this program, along with the latest
agenda, speaker biographies, and attending participants at
www.DefenselnnovationDays.com
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Participating Organizations

(As of 19 August 2026)

3rd Rail Solutions LLC

Donovan Strategies LLC

44 Maple Group Ellen Winsor - EMW Consulting, LLC
Abaco Systems ELma
Accenture Epsilon Systems

Acquisition Logistics Engineering (ALE)

Evans Group

ActalentInc.

Exail Defense Systems Inc

Acumentrics, Inc.

Extreme Engineering Solutions

Alex Takian - Synergy Associates

Fleet Robotics

American Systems Corporation

Forward Global

Ametek Intellipower

General Dynamics

Anritsu General Dynamics Electric Boat

Arcfield General Dynamics Mission Systems

Astrodyne TDI Globe Composite Solutions

ATI Goodwin-Bradley Pattern Co., Inc.

Atlas Tech Government of Ontario Trade & Investment Office, NY
AXIOTROP Granite State Manufacturing

BAE Systems Guill Tool & Engineering Co., Inc

BKLTechnology LLC HCH Enterprises, LLC

Blue Venture Forum

Hi-Rel

BlueForge Alliance

Input Technology Solutions

Booz Allen Hamilton

International Manufacturing Services, Inc.

Boston Engineering Corporation

Jonathan Group

Canadian Armed Forces JRC

CDWG JRCIntegrated Systems
Chapco, Inc. KAIROS Inc.

Circadian Positioning Systems, Inc Kiakahi, LLC

Comark - A Division of SourceCode

KippsDeSanto & Co.

Command Holdings. a Pequot Company

KMS Solutions, LLC

Connecticut Center for Advanced Technology [KONGSBERG
Connekted Kraken Robotics
Consulate General of Canada, Boston L3Harris
Curtiss-Wright LeBronze Alloys
Cushman & Wakefield Boston, MA Leidos

Custom Machine

Macrodyne Presses and Automation

D&G Machine Products

Marine Machinery Association

Deloitte Consulting LLP

Marotta Controls

Department of Navy Marsh
Dogan and associates Massachusetts Technology Collaborative
DOLGO MassMEP
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Participating Organizations

(As of 19 August 2026)
Maury Microwave SEACORP
McLaughlin Research Corp. Sechan Electronics, Inc.
Merlin Labs Serco Inc.
Michael Fry Defense SMI
Microsoft Solid State Marine
MIKEL Inc Solid State Power
MITRE Solvus Global
MK Test Systems Southeastern CT Enterprise Region

N8tive Solutions

Spartronics

Naval Undersea Warfare Center

Specialty Materials

Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division Newport

Spirit Advisory

NeQter Labs

Straton Industries

Norris & Associates Inc

Stringer Trans-Pacific Advisory

NorthEast Ocean Systems

Systel, Inc.

Northrop Grumman

Systems Planning and Analysis

NSC STAFFING

Teledyne Benthos, a Business Unit of Teledyne Instruments, Inc.

Nterprisers

ThayerMahan Inc.

Ocean Power Technologies

The Coating House

ORBIS SIBRO Inc.

The Structural Battery Company

PacMar Technologies

Third Rail Technologies

Patriot Technical Sales

Thor Solutions

Prometheus Inc.

Trenton Systems

ProTEQ Solutions

U.S. Department of Labor

PURVIS Systems

UIC Government Solutions

Quebec Government Office in New York

Universal Strategies Limited

Raytheon - R&C

University of Connecticut

Raytheon - Undersea

University of Rhode Island

Raytheon AT usl

RDSI uTiC

REGENT Vatn Systems

Rennscot MFG Ventus Executive Solutions
Retlif Inc. Ventus Solutions

Rhode Island Commerce Corporation Verium, LLC

Rite-Solutions Virtex

RRM & Associates, LLC Waterson Terminal Services LLC
RTI (Real-Time Innovations, Inc.) Wider Security

RTX Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
Saab, Inc Xtreme Sonar

SAIC
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Attendees

(As of 19 August 2026)
FirstName |LastName Organization
Denise Abraham McLaughlin Research Corp.
Dawn Aillery usl
Grant Amsterdam Serco
Ronald F. |Angelo, Jr. Connecticut Center for Advanced Technology
Kelly Atkinson Astrodyne TDI
Elise Augustine NUWCDIVNPT
Juhee Bae General Dynamics Mission Systems
Susan Balcirak NUWC Newport
Rich Bashour Raytheon AT
Nicholas |Beaulieu McLaughlin Research Corp
Kevin Behm NUWCNewport
Gloria Berlanga Rhode Island Commerce Corporation
Garrett Bernard Specialty Materials
Ragu Bharadwaj Nterprisers
Cody Bickford Jonathan Group
William Blackburn SEACORP
Jason Blair General Dynamics Mission Systems
Robert Blake Verium, LLC
Andrew Bond Connecticut Center for Advanced Technology
Michelle Bones NUWC
Michael Boone SAIC
Dawn Borgo LeBronze Alloys
Timothy Bortz 3rd Rail Solutions LLC
Alexandra |Bosco NUWC
Tanios BouRamia International Manufacturing Services, Inc.
Anjali Boyd Fleet Robotics
James Boylan NUWC
Martin Boyle Exail Defense Systems Inc
Brian Bradshaw NUWCDIVNPT
James Broadmeadow NUWC Newport
Steve Brodet KONGSBERG
AnnaRose |Broome Government of Ontario Trade & Investment Office, NY
Denise Brown NUWC Newport
Putnam Browne SAIC
John Buckley JRC
Jim Byrnes Prometheus Inc.
David Cadorette SEACORP
Tom Calef Solid State Marine
Richard Cambra McLaughlin Research Corp
Matthew Campominosi Cushman & Wakefield Boston, MA
Ronald Cappucci NUWCDIV NPT
Scott Carlson Serco Inc.
Chris Carney SEACORP
Tom Carroll NUWC
Laurie Carter Rite-Solutions
Peter Casey General Dynamics Mission Systems
Kim Casineau The Coating House
Rebecca Chhim Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division Newport
Megan Chiovaro SEACORP
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Attendees

(As of 19 August 2026)
FirstName |LastName Organization
Rich Christenson University of Connecitcut
Tim Clark Raytheon - Undersea
Patrick Colantonio NeQter Labs
Nathan Conklin SEACORP
Karen Conti Epsilon Systems
Renee Coogan Acquisition Logistics Engineering (ALE)
Joe Coogan Acquisition Logistics Engineering (ALE)
Caroline Cooper Merlin Labs
Tim Cooper Orbis Sibro, Inc.
Steve Corbesero Acumentrics, Inc.
David Cremin Straton Industries
Dan Curran RTX
Jonathan [Dallmeyer American Systems Corporation
Jessica Dallow Thor Solutions
William Davis BKLTechnology
Jim Davis BKLTechnology LLC
Laura Deady Arcfield
Greg Dean Prometheus Inc.
Paul DeBruyn Abaco Systems
Jaime DeGala Booz Allen Hamilton
Tina Del Ricci Raytheon - Undersea
Tim DelGiudice RTX
Chris Demi Leidos
Jesse Desrosiers Teledyne Benthos, a Business Unit of Teledyne Instruments, Inc.
Joe Devine AXIOTROP
Maria Diaz-Masterson NUWC
Tromer DiFiore-Smith Systel, Inc.
Francois Dionne Canadian Armed Forces
Mel Dogan Dogan and associates
Joseph Doherty McLaughlin Research Corp
Erin Donahue Consulate General of Canada, Boston
Brian Donnell ORBIS SIBRO Inc.
Joseph Donovan Donovan Strategies LLC
Joanna Dowling Custom Machine
Armen Ekmekji Rennscot MFG
Brian Elkowitz Northrop Grumman
John Evans RDSI
Anne Evans Universal Strategies Limited
Sean Falvey BlueForge Alliance
Alex Fink Accenture
Stephen Fitzpatrick Serco
David Ford Third Rail Technologies
Nic Fort RDSI
Keith Fox NUWCDIVNPT
Mackenzie |Fraser Exail Defense Systems Inc
Michael Fry Michael Fry Defense
Brendan Fullam Evans Group
Marc Gadbois NSCSTAFFING
David Ganci BlueForge Alliance
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Attendees

(As of 19 August 2026)
FirstName [LastName Organization
Monica Gasbarre Virtex
Erin Gauch NUWCNewport
Peter George Patriot Technical Sales
Joshua Gigliotti General Dynamics - Electric Boat
Dana Gilmour PURVIS Systems
Ross Gionfriddo General Dynamics Electric Boat
Michael Girard Serco
Howard Goldman Teledyne Benthos, a Business Unit of Teledyne Instruments, Inc.
Jason Gomez NUWCNEWPORT
Christopher |Goodwin Goodwin-Bradley Pattern Co., Inc.
John Graning Systems Planning and Analysis
Matt Graziano L3Harris
Dale Green Prometheus Inc.
Jason Greenspan Hi-Rel
Maria Gregory Department of Navy
Michael Griffin Retlif Inc.
Mike Guadagni SEACORP
Bill Guarini Raytheon - R&C
Aldo Guarino ProTEQ Solutions
Diane Guillemette Guill Tool & Engineering Co., Inc
Matt Gusto L3Harris
Robert Haag Trenton Systems
Mark Halfman Massachusetts Technology Collaborative
Matthew Halligan NUWC
Al Harris General Dynamics Electric Boat
Steven Harrison L3Harris
Ryan Hassell AXIOTROP
Alexander [Hayden McLaughlin Research Corp
JP Heatherington KMS Solutions, LLC

Ernest (EC) |Helme Leidos

Erika Herbert Northrop Grumman

Jesse Herrmann General Dynamics Mission Systems
Darci Hess General Dynamics Mission Systems
Richard Hill ActalentInc.

Peter Hill Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
Chris Hixenbaugh NUWCDIVNPT

Henry Hodge HCH Enterprises, LLC

Dennis Hogan Kraken Robotics

Quinn Holyfield ATI

Andrew Hootman Actalent

Jack Houdeshell Ventus Executive Solutions

Eric Hultgren PacMar Technologies

Gary Jaffe Atlas Tech

Joseph Jandik Globe Composite Solutions
Andrew Jarrett McLaughlin Research Corp

Lang Jason L3Harris

Caitlin Johnson InputTechnology Solutions

Shawn Johnson Input Technology Solutions
Shawnee |Joyce Serco
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Attendees

(As of 19 August 2026)
FirstName [LastName Organization
Julie Kallfelz NUWC Newport
George Kass Connekted
Warren Kennedy Sechan Electronics, Inc.
Martin Kepinski Leidos
Martin Kepinski-Kozaczek |Leidos
Alex Kern KONGSBERG
Austin Killough Wider Security
Matt Kimball Jonathan Group
Kimmie King Xtreme Sonar
Chris Kirby REGENT
Mackenzie |Kirkham Actalent
Stephen Lamb NUWCDIVNPT
Dr. Joy Lapseritis NUWC NEWPORT
Matt Leary uTIC
Myra Lee General Dynamics Electric Boat
Michael Lee SAIC
Wing Lee Macrodyne Presses and Automation
Chad Lewis Rhode Island Commerce Corporation
Ben Linville-Engler Massachusetts Technology Collaborative
Meme Lobecker KONGSBERG
Bob Longo Extreme Engineering Solutions
hector Lopez NUWCNewport
Katie Lozeau RTI (Real-Time Innovations, Inc.)
Tod Luginbuhl NUWC
Adam Macksoud NUWCNewport
Molly Magee UtiC
Kathie Mahoney MassMEP
Dave Mahr Macrodyne Presses and Automation
David Margolis Quebec Government Office in New York
Jeremy Marks ProTEQ Solutions
Rachel Marsh Arcfield
Timothy Martin Ametek Intellipower
Ben Mathews REGENT
Kimberly Matthews MIKEL Inc
Joe McCadden Globe Composites
David McCarten ActalentInc.
Patrick McCarty Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division Newport
Colin McClennan Evans Group
Donald McCormack McLaughlin Research Corp
Padraic McDermott BAE Systems, INC
Dennis McGillicuddy Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
Scott McKay KAIROS Inc.
Sidney McLaurin Fleet Robotics
Dick McNamara RRM & Associates, LLC
Matthew McNamee Wider Security
Patrick McQuade Wider Security
Charles McSoley KMS Solutions, LLC
Armando |Medeiros NUWCNewport
Callum Melrose NorthEast Ocean Systems
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Attendees

(As of 19 August 2026)
FirstName [LastName Organization
Michael Merwin 44 Maple Group
Hayden Milberg Northrop Grumman
Jim Miller University of Rhode Island
Michael Miller Arcfield
Jeff Miller MK Test Systems
Erik Miller Spartronics
Nelson Mills Vatn
John Mills Microsoft
Rich Miner Arcfield
Michael Misantone KippsDeSanto & Co.
Dominick |Mitchell Marsh
John Moffat The Structural Battery Company
Mike Molino SEACORP
Rhonda Moniz UTIC Guest
Charlie Montalbano General Dynamics Electric Boat
Todd Moore General Dynamics Electric Boat
Makenzie |Morrill Spartronics
Sean Murnane PacMar Technologies
Bob Muro Maury Microwave
Courtney Murphy General Dynamics Electric Boat
Jennifer Navarro General Dynamics
Terry Nawara Marotta Controls
David Norris Norris & Associates Inc
Matthew OConnell NUWCNPT
Sean O'Connor Northrop Grumman
Todd Oelerich Evans Group
Stephen O'Grady Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division, Newport
John O'Keeffe Waterson Terminal Services LLC
Rob O'Malley Ocean Power Technologies
Hans Otten Anritsu
Zacharia Quardirhi Maury Microwave
Mario Pabaroue HCH Enterprises, LLC
Jon Panamaroff Command Holdings. a Pequot Company
Frank Pandolfe Leidos
Anthony Paolero Naval Undersea Warfare Center
Michael Pasciuto Custom Machine
Kevin Pate ATI
Joe Pearce Cushman & Wakefield Boston, MA
David Pere UIC Government Solutions
Creg Petrovic RTX
Joseph Piccinini BAE Systems
Misha Pierre-Mike Evans Group
Charles Pirrera ELma
Stephen Plunkett NUWC Newport
Amanda Poirier U.S. Department of Labor
Mike Poirier Ventus Executive Solutions
Lianne Provenzano Deloitte Consulting LLP
Peter Quinn CDWG
Rebecca Quintal SEACORP
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Attendees

(As of 19 August 2026)
FirstName [LastName Organization
Andrew Rasnick Forward Global
Keith Ratay Granite State Manufacturing
Erin Read Nterprisers
Kelley Rego NUWC Division Newport
Errol Reid Astrodyne TDI
John Rhatigan Marine Machinery Association
Kaitlyn Rhue KONGSBERG
Vittorio Ricci NUWC
Daniel Rice Deloitte Consulting LLP
Christon Riendeau NUWC
Michael Rin Kiakahi, LLC
Michael Ritchie Solid State Marine
Dana Riveire NUWC
Creg Rose General Dynamics Electric Boat
Matthew Rothermel Goodwin-Bradley Pattern Co., Inc.
Nicholas |Rotker MITRE
Adam Salerno RTX
Tim Salter Vatn
Devin Santerre NUWC Division Newport
Michelle Scerbin Connecticut Center for Advanced Technology
Paul Schmitt RTI (Real-Time Innovations, Inc.)
Travis Schweizer Teledyne Benthos, a Business Unit of Teledyne Instruments, Inc.
Ritter Scott General Dynamics Electric Boat
Mark Sferra JRCIntegrated Systems
Dan Shropshire Teledyne Benthos, a Business Unit of Teledyne Instruments, Inc.
J.J. Silvia International Manufacturing Services, Inc.
Eric Simone NUWC Newport
John Sloat L3Harris
Erik Smith Saab, Inc
Michael Smith KONGSBERG
Noland Smith N8tive Solutions
Jeffrey Smith Solvus Global
Mark Smithers Boston Engineering Corporation
Eric Spigel ThayerMahan Inc.
Toby Stapleton Blue Venture Forum
Jeremy Steslicki SMI
Thomas Stottlemyer NUWCNewport
Jeremy Stringer Stringer Trans-Pacific Advisory
Bill Sullivan 44 Maple Group
Steve Sullivan D&G Machine Products
Richard Sussman SAIC
Justin Swearingen SAIC
Brian Taddiken Raytheon - R&C
Alex Takian Alex Takian - Synergy Associates
Jonathan [Tetreault Vatn Systems
Andrew Thibaudeau Rite-Solutions
Doug Thomson Granite State Manufacturing
Gregg Toback Anritsu
Vince Traglia SEACORP
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Attendees

(As of 19 August 2026)
FirstName [LastName |Organization
Jim Tremblay SEACORP
Tom Twomey Northrop Grumman
Tom Ulsas Command Holdings. a Pequot Company
Dawn Vaillancourt [Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division Newport
Eliza Van Reen Circadian Positioning Systems, Inc
Brenda Vandegrift  |KAIROS, Inc.
Lenny Vargas Naval Undersea Warfare Center
Dustin Varnell Spirit Advisory
Caroline [|Varteresian |Ventus Solutions
Jonathan |Veteto Deloitte Consulting LLP
Jason Vetovis SEACORP
Barbara Vicedomine [Leidos
Chris Viola Astrodyne TDI
Joe Viola Leidos
Keith Vreeland Comark - A Division of SourceCode
Tracy Warila NUWC Division Newport
John Warner Thor Solutions
Jason Watts Virtex
Nithesh Wazenn DOLGO
Melody Weeks Rhode Island Commerce Corporation
Chris Weeks Saab, Inc.
Brian Weinstein Chapco, Inc.
Eric Weston Verium, LLC
James White Curtiss-Wright
Mike White ThayerMahan Inc.
Paul Whitescarver |Southeastern CT Enterprise Region
Tim Wilson Globe Composites
Roy Wilson Raytheon - R&C
Ellen Winsor Ellen Winsor - EMW Consulting, LLC
Todd Wolf Solid State Power
Heather Woods NUWC Division Newport
Marc Yaklofsky Forward Global
Dan Zatezalo Kraken Robotics
Andrew Zesk Wider Security
Peter Zygadlo Chapco Inc

Proudly hosted by SENEDIA - Alliance for Defense,

Defense
Tech, Talent,

29|Page

Innovation Days

and

Innovation

www.senedia.org



http://www.senedia.org/

Our Thanks

This event would not have been possible without the support of:
All Our Sponsors
Our Speakers and their Staffs
Our SENEDIA Board and Staff
Our SENEDIA Members
Our Volunteers

The Newport Marriott Hotel and their Staff

Our Special Thanks to Our Platinum and
Gold Sponsors
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