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From the Chief Executive Officer:

Communication and Collaboration - important for our SENEDIA members to grow and sustain
their businesses. Read below on how our SENEDIA members are driving the RI Blue Economy,
our Tech Talks are communicating key information on AI and CMMC, and our collaboration
efforts with our members are supporting the building and sustaining their workforce.

Best, Molly Donohue Magee

SENEDIA in the News

Several SENEDIA members were highlighted
recently in a Providence Journal (part of the USA
Today Network) article, 'What's the 'Blue Economy'?
RI turns to the ocean for next wave of economic
development'. This article highlights the work of
many SENEDIA members to drive the RI blue |
economy: General Dynamics Electric Boat, MIKEL, T2 ;

Saab, Regent Craft, and Anduril. SENEDIA CEO

Molly Donohue Magee shared her thoughts on the state of the 'blue economy', "Rhode Island is the
Ocean State [and as such] we are a key to ocean and undersea tech."

-

Read the full article here.



https://www.providencejournal.com/story/news/local/2025/02/10/blue-economy-driving-innovation-in-rhode-island-drone-submarines-seagliders-offshore-wind-power/77929886007/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=3d377955-10a7-4b2d-9651-d0ff2b329f71
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SENEDIA Tech Talks

On January 15th, SENEDIA hosted the Tech Talk - Bridge the Gap Between Al and Business
with Dr. David Segala. Dr. Segala shared an overview of "What is Al", highlighting the
fundamental differences between Al and machine learning through conceptual examples.

On February 25th, SENEDIA hosted the Tech Talk - Important Steps for CMMC Compliance
with Noel Vestal. Ms. Vestal provided an overview of 10 steps an organization should consider
when working towards CMMC compliance.

Save the Date: Join us on 25 March 2025 for our next Tech Talk covering the topic of ITAR.

SENEDIA Defense Partnership Program

SENEDIA's Defense Partnership Program has been awarded a 2025 grant from the Rhode Island
Department of Labor and Training Real Jobs Rhode Island Program to support the Rhode Island
Defense economy with vetted direct hire candidates, internship candidates and resources, and
support for industry-recognized certificates.

Joining the Team

Chelsea Levesque, has recently been hired as our Workforce
Development Manager and Defense Partnership Program Manager. We
are honored to have her as part of our team. Reach out to Chelsea for
more information on our Defense Partnership Program, including
connecting with our workforce and internship candidates.

Connect with Chelsea

SENEDIA Member Profile
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Systems

Vatn Systems was founded in 2023 to revolutionize autonomous

underwater operations with affordable, modular AUVs designed for cooperative swarming and
advanced navigation in challenging environments. The company emerged from a recognition that
traditional AUVs were too costly and rigid for many defense and research applications. With a
team of experts in maritime autonomy, Vatn set out to develop systems that could operate
independently in GPS- and comms-denied environments while remaining cost-effective and
adaptable. Headquartered in Portsmouth, Rhode Island, Vatn has grown to a 32-person team
focused on pushing the boundaries of maritime autonomy. From the outset, the company



https://senedia.org/senedia-tech-talk-bridge-the-gap-between-ai-and-business/
https://senedia.org/senedia-tech-talk-important-steps-for-cmmc-compliance/
mailto:internships@senedia.org

prioritized software-driven innovation, designing a proprietary autonomy stack that enables
precision navigation, real-time data processing, and scalable swarm coordination. This approach
has allowed Vatn to deliver high-performance solutions for customers in defense, research, and
expeditionary operations.

Less than two years after its founding, Vatn Systems has successfully delivered products to
customers, demonstrating the rapid development, production, and deployment of its technology. By
focusing on modularity, autonomy, and affordability, Vatn continues to drive innovation in
autonomous maritime systems.

What services and/or products does your company provide?

Our expanding product lineup is built to support defense, research, and expeditionary operations,
enabling precision navigation, extended endurance, and intelligent mission execution in GPS- and
comms-denied environments.

Our Skelmir S6 is a 6-inch diameter AUV designed for covert, expendable, and long-endurance
missions. Its lightweight, modular design allows for flexible payload integration, making it an ideal
platform for reconnaissance, undersea logistics, and distributed sensing applications. For missions
requiring greater payload capacity, endurance, and range, the Skelmir S12 builds on the S6’s
capabilities while maintaining the same emphasis on modularity and autonomy, offering a scalable
solution for more complex operations.

Beyond AUV platforms, our INSTINCT INS provides a high-performance Inertial Navigation
System (INS) that enables precise localization in GPS-denied environments. By integrating IMUs,
magnetometers, Doppler Velocity Loggers (DVLs), and depth sensors, INSTINCT INS ensures
high-accuracy navigation and real-time mission adaptability, allowing AUVs to operate with
confidence in the most challenging conditions.

Our autonomy stack enables high-speed search operations, real-time target classification, and long-
range autonomous missions with minimal operator oversight, while our swarming capabilities allow
multiple AUVs to work collaboratively for maximum efficiency and mission success. By
combining state-of-the-art hardware with advanced software-driven autonomy, Vatn Systems is
pushing the limits of autonomous maritime operations, delivering mission-ready solutions for
undersea threat detection, long-range reconnaissance, and scalable expeditionary missions.

Why do you consider membership in SENEDIA valuable?

SENEDIA is a key partner for Vatn Systems as we continue to develop and deliver next-generation
autonomous undersea technology. As a company focused on affordable, modular AUVs for
defense, research, and expeditionary operations, we rely on strong industry connections,
government collaboration, and access to skilled talent—all of which SENEDIA helps facilitate. By
bringing together defense leaders, policymakers, and innovators, SENEDIA provides us with
critical opportunities to showcase our technology, engage with decision-makers, and align our
capabilities with national security priorities. Their focus on fostering innovation and transitioning
emerging defense technologies into operational use directly supports our mission to advance
maritime autonomy, swarming capabilities, and navigation in GPS- and comms-denied
environments. SENEDIA’s role in workforce development is also crucial to Vatn’s growth. As we
scale our operations and expand our team, their efforts help connect us with the engineering and
technical talent needed to push our capabilities forward. By advocating for the defense industry and
strengthening the ecosystem in which we operate, SENEDIA helps ensure that companies like Vatn
can continue delivering cutting-edge solutions to meet evolving operational challenges.

If a company wants to do business with you, whom should they contact?

Companies interested in working with Vatn Systems can reach out to Erin Conn, Business
Development Manager, Daniel Hendrix, Chief Revenue Officer (CRO), or Nelson Mills, CEO for
partnership opportunities and business inquiries. For general inquiries, contact us at
info@vatnsystems.com.

Looking to Hire?




As a SENEDIA Member you can post your job opportunities for free on SENEDIA.org.
Post a Job

SENEDIA also hosts a database of vetted candidates in the members' only section of
SENEDIA.org. Log in and view the candidates and their resumes under Resources.

Stay Connected

Keep up to date on the latest news and events View previous editions of the SENEDIA
by visiting SENEDIA's LinkedIn Page. Newsletter.

SENEDIA LinkedIn Page SENEDIA Newsletters
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