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Innovation 
Starts Here 

in Southern New England
Activating Entrepreneurship Across the Region



Increase the number of 
High Growth Startups in 
Rhode Island & Southern 

New England

Be the catalyst for 
Investors to connect 

meaningfully with 
Startups. 

Strengthen the region 
by building Innovation 

Community cross sector 
partnerships

Foster diversity in high 
tech and high growth 

startups

RIHub Strategic Priorities:



• Pre-Accelerator Programs
• Venture Mentoring Services
• Online Innovation Portal
• Incubation Space
• Investor Programs
• Corporate Programs

Investors

Accelerators

Innovation Campuses
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Where does RIHub Fit in the Ecosystem?



RIHub is the Central, Independent Innovation Hub for Rhode 
Island

 A critical role for the success of a thriving high-growth startup ecosystem 

• Pre-Accelerator Program
• UNIE-RI –Student Entrepreneurship
• Pre-eminent Mentor Network
• Incubator for New Ventures
• Feeder for  RI  TechHub Clusters

University 
Programs

BioTech (Cluster)
RI Life Science Hub

OceanTech 
(Cluster)

401 Tech Bridge, 
SeaAhead

FoodTech 
(Cluster)

Branch Foods, 
Hope & Main

Defense (Cluster)
401Tech Bridge,
NavalX, SENEDIA

MedTech (Cluster)
NEMIC, RI Life Sciences



What Does RIHub Do?
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Programs

Events

Networks

Other 6 – month Incubation at 225 Dyer St.

Venture 
Mentoring
Service

Customer 
Discovery
(Business models, Value 
proposition, customer 
segmentation, test & 
learn) 

Building your
Financial 
Plan

Pitching to 
Investors &
Pitch Scrub 
(Building your pitch 
deck)

Plan 2 Pitch Pre-Accelerator

Rhode Island 
Startup Week

RI-Pitch
Newport 

Investor Summit

UNIE-RI
Univ Network of Innovation & 

Entrepreneurship

NEFF
New England 

Female Founders

University
Pre-

Accelerator
(RISE UP URI+)

Various
Unpitch

The Lively Pitch
The Calamari Tank

Etc.

30 Min
Legal or
Tech
Counsel

RI Innovation Network RIIN Online



185 Customer 
Discovery

RIHub ‘High Growth 
Startups’ – “OPEN”

440 Active Startups 

90 Active 
Mentoring with 

VMS

88 Incubating 
at RIHub 
offices



A RIHub Story

✓ Brown University Graduate

✓ Attended MassChallenge – won award 2021

✓ RIHub enabled introduction to Rouge Ventures 

while still attending college

✓ RIHub consulted during 2 rounds of funding

✓ Active with Venture Mentoring Services for years

✓ RIHub is incubating their current team at 225 Dyer

✓ Attended TechStars

✓ In traction growth phase now
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Key Programs That Make Our Region Unique



Brown University

Bryant University

CCRI

Johnson & Wales

New England Tech

Providence College

Rhode Island College

Rhode Island School of 
Design

Roger Williams

Salve Regina

University of Rhode Island

All universities in the state meet quarterly to share curriculum, create programs and network

The University Network of Rhode Island

A Powerful Network of leaders in higher education setting the direction for student 
entrepreneurs across Rhode Island





Zmanti – 2nd Place

Looie– 1st Place Docs for Health – 3rd Place

@ URI in the Spring
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Purpose: Rhode Island is the place for Investors to come to find great deals
Startups:  PreSeed to Seed stage
3 Tracks: Ocean Tech, Health Tech and Showcase (any)

Networking & Pitching in a  “5 Star” setting 15



We can create a bright future 
in Southeastern New England

Join the Team focused on Innovation and Entrepreneurship.
 We are building a sustainable and economically stable future.

Bringing together promising ideas and proven technologies, RIHub helps 
turn startups into success stories that go on to create world-changing 

solutions. 

Innovation & Entrepreneurship starts here.

Contact: Annette Tonti, Managing Director RIHub
                atonti@rihub.org
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