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SENEDIA Awards Inaugural James R. Langevin Cybersecurity Scholarship 

and other STEM Scholarships 
Three New England Students Recognized with $1,500 Awards 

  

MIDDLETOWN, RI - SENEDIA, the national alliance for defense tech, talent, and innovation, 

announced today that three New England students have each been awarded a $1,500 scholarship 

for their excellence in STEM disciplines as they explore potential careers in defense. Jennifer 

Duque was awarded the inaugural James R. Langevin Cybersecurity Scholarship and Jonathan 

Leys and Abigail Young were awarded SENEDIA STEM Scholarships. 

 

SENEDIA established the James R. Langevin Cybersecurity Scholarship in honor of 

Congressman Langevin (RI-02) and his pioneering leadership on cybersecurity policy. Langevin, 

who announced his intent to retire at the end of this session, is a member of the House Armed 

Services Committee and was the author of the first comprehensive cybersecurity legislation to 

pass either chamber of Congress.   
 

“This year’s scholarship winners represent the incredible talent of our future workforce, and 

SENEDIA is honored to support them on their journey to become the next-generation leaders of 

the defense industry,” said Molly Donohue Magee, executive director of SENEDIA. “We are 

proud to initiate the James R. Langevin Cybersecurity Scholarship to honor his service, 

dedication, and pioneering leadership on cybersecurity policy that has solidified our nation’s 

cyber resilience.  This scholarship will be a continuing reminder of all he has done.” 

 

Duque, the first-ever winner of the James R. Langevin Cybersecurity Scholarship, is from 

Norwalk, CT and earned her BA in administration of justice, with a minor in psychology, in May 

2022 from Salve Regina University. She is working toward an MS in administration of justice 

and homeland security, with concentrations in cybersecurity and intelligence from the university. 

“I am looking forward to one day becoming a cybersecurity and intelligence professional and 

making a positive impact,” she said.  “I am thrilled to join a field that is so exciting and 

necessary, and I know the future brings the chance of being present to attack the many problems 

that come with the cyber world and to enforce policy in this emerging field.” 
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“SENEDIA is a powerful advocate for the defense industry and the companies both small and 

large that serve our military and, by extension, protect our national security. It is an honor to be 

recognized by SENEDIA in this way, and to have my name associated with the bright and 

innovative cyber leaders of tomorrow,” said Congressman Langevin. “Congratulations to 

Jennifer on this achievement and thank you for applying your talents to a growing field that will 

help advance the economic stability and security of our nation.” 

  

Leys is a resident of Middletown, RI and attends the University of Maine and studies computer 

engineering as a member of the Class of 2024. He said growing up in Newport County RI 

influenced his academic journey, as he has long been fascinated with the engineering feats of 

Fort Adams.   “My experience in and passion for my hometown was my inspiration to look at the 

defense sector,” he said. That interest deepened with internships at PURVIS Systems, a 

SENEDIA member, and the Naval Undersea Warfare Center.  

 

Young, a member of the Class of 2023, is from East Hampton, CT. She attends the University of 

Connecticut and studies electrical engineering, with a minor in mathematics. Choosing a major 

was easy for her after her experiences at a technical high school, where she studied 

mechatronics. Choosing UConn was likewise a natural decision, thanks to her interest in the 

school’s Navy STEM program. This summer, she is interning at General Dynamics Electric 

Boat, a SENEDIA member.  “This opportunity is an incredibly beneficial place to start my career 

as an electrical engineer due to the scope and difficulty of the tasks I will be doing, and I am 

excited to gain the valuable experience of working for the DoD,” she said. 

 

All three awardees will be presented with a scholarship of $1,500 and have been invited to attend 

Defense Innovation Days, SENEDIA’s signature national convening, from 29 to 31 August 2022 

in Newport, RI. 
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SENEDIA, the alliance for defense tech, talent, and innovation, is a catalyst for thought 

leadership, technical innovation, and workforce development. SENEDIA connects, convenes, 

and partners across the industry to support talent, innovation, and growth. For more information 

on SENEDIA, please visit www.senedia.org. 
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