
BLUETECH STARTUP COMPETITION Overview 

The Rhode Island Israeli Collaborative (RIIC) is pleased to announce a BlueTech Startup 

Competition that will kick off in February, 2022. The goal of the competition is to cultivate the 

international blue tech ecosystem by supporting startups and connecting them with strategic 

partners, mentors, and resources. The program will create connections specifically between the 

Ashdod Bluetech ecosystem and the Rhode Island Bluetech ecosystem and vice versa. 

The BlueTech Startup Competition will identify four startup companies in the Bluetech space 

from each location for a total of eight companies based on criteria developed by the innovation 

hubs in each city: AshdodTech hub and Innovate Newport. The companies will compete for a 1st 

place prize that will include cash as well as a customized trip to the partnering country where the 

winner will gain access to personalized introductions, meetings, and coworking space. American 

judges will judge the four Israeli pitches; whereas Israeli judges will judge the four American 

pitches.  

Criteria for startup companies to enter competition: 

• Must be 3 years or younger 

• Revenue less than 200 K 

• Must be related to “blue tech”  

• Must be based out of Rhode Island/Ashdod respectively 

• Must be interested in entering into/collaborating with Israeli/US market 

• Product can be used in civilian application, military application, or both. 

 

Startup Company Interest FORM 

Pitching Criteria: 

• Must have a minimum of 5 slides 

• Pitch is limited to 15 minutes 

• Key points to hit in presentation 

o Introduction: name, name of business, logo 

o What the business is and why is it cutting edge? 
o How does the product work? 
o Why is it important? 
o What is the timeline of growth? Roadmap? 
o What is the international significance? Why do you want to get into this market? 

o What do you need to grow your business?  
▪ Investors 
▪ Mentors 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOL2qsK3YY7_f8SSRB_56shhzpROBAQVgtsmmofUaAS2TMCg/viewform?usp=sf_link


▪ Resource partners 
▪ Customers 
▪ Visibility  

▪ Etc.. 

Timeline 

Feb. 22, 2022  Competition announced in US at the Blue Innovation Symposium 

March 8, 2022  Applications due; judges review 

March 15, 2022 4 finalists from each country selected and announced 

March 22, 2022 Session One- Virtual Pitch by two companies from each country 

March 29, 2022 Session Two- Virtual Pitch by two companies from each country 

April 5, 2022  Session Three- Final Judgement Announcement & Award Ceremony 

 


