
DEFENSE INNOVATION DAYS 2018 
Marriott – Newport, RI 

Summary Agenda 
 

Day 1 – Monday, 27 August 2018  
3:00–7:00 PM  Registration 
4:00 PM  Exhibit Area Open  
4:30–7:00 PM     Cocktail Reception – Exhibit Area    

Keynote:   
James “Hondo” Geurts, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Research, Development & Acquisition 
U.S. Senator Jack Reed (RI), Ranking Member, Senate Armed Services Committee  

 

Day 2 – Tuesday, 28 August 2018 
7:30 AM  Registration/Breakfast  
8:00 AM Keynote: Rear Admiral Kathleen Creighton, Deputy Director, Joint Force Headquarters – 

Department of Defense Information Network 
9:00 AM  Break – Exhibit Area 
9:30 AM Keynote:  Vice Admiral William Merz, Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Warfare Systems  
10:30 AM  Congressional Perspective 

U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (RI)  
11:00 AM  Break – Exhibit Area 
11:30 AM  Keynote:  Dr. Eric Evans, Director, MIT Lincoln Laboratory  
12:00 AM  Break – Exhibit Area  
12:30 PM  Lunch   

Keynote:  Vice Admiral David Johnson, Principal Military Deputy, Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy, Research, Development & Acquisition 

1:45 PM  Break – Exhibit Area  
2:15 PM  Congressional Perspectives 
   U.S. Congressman Jim Langevin (RI)   
   U.S. Congressman David Cicilline (RI)   
3:00 PM  Break – Exhibit Area  
3:30 PM  Innovation from the Undersea Technology Perspective Session 
  Dr. Mark Abbott, Director and President, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution    

Ronald Vien, Technical Director, Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division Newport  
4:30 PM  Cocktail Reception – Exhibit Area  
 

Day 3 – Wednesday, 29 August 2018 
7:30 AM  Registration/Breakfast 
8:00 AM  U.S. Small Business Administration, Wendell Davis, Regional Administrator, Region 1  
8:30 AM  Innovative Workforce Development for Navy Shipbuilding Requirements 

Maura Dunn, General Dynamics Electric Boat; Scott Jensen, RI Department of Labor and 
Training; Christopher Jewell, Collins & Jewell Company; Thomas Spock, CIRCOR Aerospace & 
Defense.  Moderator, Stephen Ucci, Adler Pollack & Sheehan P.C. 

9:30 AM  Break – Exhibit Area 
10:00 AM  Technology Initiatives for the Warfighter Session   

Dr. William Burnett, Technical Director, Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command  
   Donald Hoffer, Executive Director, Submarine Forces  
11:00 AM  Break – Exhibit Area  
11:30 PM   Lunch  

Keynote:  Donald McCormack, Executive Director, Naval Surface and Undersea Warfare Centers  
1:30 PM Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division Newport - Advanced Naval Technology Exercise 

(ANTX) Opening Session  


