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SENEDIA APPLAUDS DEFENSE NOMINEE CARTER, PRAISES HAGEL FOR SERVICE 
 

  

MIDDLETOWN, RI – The Southeastern New England Defense Industry Alliance (SENEDIA) 

released a statement today applauding the nomination of Ashton Carter to lead the Department of 

Defense and praising outgoing Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel for his distinguished service to 

the nation. 

  

"The President has made a wise decision in selecting Ashton Carter as his next Secretary of 

Defense," said Molly Donohue Magee, executive director of SENEDIA. "Given Mr. Carter's 

impressive depth of experience, SENEDIA has every confidence in his ability to hit the ground 

running and ensure a seamless transition of leadership during these tumultuous times for our 

national security." 

 

“As a soldier, veteran, United States Senator and Secretary of Defense, Secretary Hagel’s tireless 

efforts in defense of our nation epitomize the spirit of service,” continued Magee. “SENEDIA 

salutes Secretary Hagel as he closes this chapter of his career and will forever be thankful for his 

support and recognition of the unique contributions of the Southeastern New England Defense 

Industry to the security of the United States, particularly in the area of undersea technology.” 

  

In September, Hagel served as the keynote speaker for SENEDIA’s inaugural trade event, Defense 

Innovation Days, held in Newport, Rhode Island.  During his remarks, Hagel praised the regional 

defense sector for its role in developing critical technologies for the Department of Defense, 

labeling Southeastern New England the "Silicon Valley" of undersea technology. 

  

- About SENEDIA – 

  

The Southeastern New England Defense Industry Alliance (SENEDIA) is a 501c(6) organization 

formed in 2002 to identify, champion and coordinate initiatives that contribute to the national 

security of the United States and the preservation and growth of the regional defense sector. 

SENEDIA’s membership is comprised of defense-oriented organizations hailing from Connecticut, 

Massachusetts and Rhode Island, representing industry, academia and non-profit interests.  More 

information on SENEDIA can be found at www.senedia.org. 
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